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day I called to inquire how he was. He had recovered and was
going to take an elderly American lady for a drive in a pony
carriage to the Brook Kedron and back in the late afternoon*
He asked me to give him a reference, I wrote, ** Mi% ... is a
remarkably good guide. I recommend him to any enthusiastic
tourist desirous of making the very interesting excursion round
the walls of Jerusalem." He protested, so I altered the wording,
for he had no desire ever to meet another tourist who wanted to
do anything so foolish. We parted good friends.
If the majority of the Christian monuments of Jerusalem
present no features of great beauty, the same cannot be said
of the Moslem buildings. The great enclosure of the Haram-
al-Sherif contains one example of supreme excellence—the
Dome of the Rock—and several others of remarkable distinction.
The Haram-al-Sherif occupies the site of Solomon's Temple.
It is an open space 500 yards long and 300 wide, enclosed on
two sides by buildings. On the other two there are long intervals
in the construction, whence from the level of the top of the town
walls extensive views are obtained toward the Mount of Olives
and the valley of Yehoshaphat. Not only is the Mosque of the
Dome a creation of resplendent beauty but also the long line of
Saracenic colleges and religious institutions that overlook the
square on the west and south sides, are perhaps, the finest
examples in the world of architecture of that period. The
fountain of Quait Bey and the Gate of El-Katcnin, the southern
arcades and the neighbouring stone pulpit, are things of real
beauty. There is, too, a spaciousness about their setting which
allows them to be seen to the greatest advantage. The Haram-
al-Sherif is indeed—as its name implies—a lordly sanctuary.
In the centre of this great enclosure stands the Dome of the
Rock, erroneously known as the Mosque of Omar. The work
of Byzantine architects, it was created at the close of the VI 1th
century a.d. Restored on more than one occasion, it seems to
have suffered in its renovations no permanent disfigurement*
In 1016 the dome was destroyed by an earthquake but recon-
structed six years later. In 1099 the Crusaders captured
Jerusalem and the Mosque became a Christian church* In
1187 Salah ed-Din expelled the Crusaders and the Haram-al-
Sherif passed back to Islam. The Sultan added to the already
existing richness of the decoration and set up above the gallery
the beautiful Arabic inscription in faience which still exists to-day.
No further modification appears to have taken place until the

